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PROCEDURES FOR PROVIDING TRANSPORTATION FOR 

CHILDREN IN OUT-OF-HOME CARE (FOSTER CARE) 

 

 

The District recognizes that in the absence of any separate state or federal transportation 

obligation that may apply in a specific situation, the federal law related to the educational 

stability of children in foster care establishes transportation-related obligations that are 

shared among the school district of residence, the school district of attendance (if 

different) and the applicable child welfare agencies.  

 

When a child in foster care who resides in the District may require transportation to a 

school of origin that is located outside of the District, a representative of the relevant 

child welfare agency, a representative of the school of origin, or the child’s agency-

designated foster parent or adult caregiver should notify the District as soon as 

practicable if there is a need to involve the District in the transportation planning process.  

Notice may be given in writing or verbally directly to the District’s designated point of 

contact for the education of children in foster care, or in writing to the applicable building 

principal.  Upon receiving notice, the District’s designated point of contact for the 

education of children in foster care or his or her designee will participate in the 

transportation planning process for the child.  Subject to any written agreements with the 

other agencies that are involved in the transportation planning, the District shall seek the 

development of a written transportation plan that includes substantially the same 

provisions and approvals as the plans that the District pursues when the child’s school of 

origin is located in the District (see below).  

 

When a child in foster care is entitled to transportation to the child’s school of origin and 

the school of origin is a District school, the District’s procedures for arranging such 

transportation are as follows:   

 

I. TRANSPORTATION PLANNING 
A. A representative of the relevant child welfare agency or the child’s agency-

designated foster parent or adult caregiver should give clear notice to the 

District, as soon as practicable, that a child in foster care needs, or may need, 

transportation to a District school that is the child’s school of origin. Such 

notice may be given verbally or in writing directly to the District’s designated 

point of contact for the education of children in foster care. 

 

B. When the District is notified that a child in foster care needs, or may need, 

transportation to a District school serving as the child’s school of origin, the 

District’s designated point of contact for the education of children in foster care 

or his or her designee will promptly take steps to establish an individualized 



 

 

plan that addresses how transportation to maintain the child in his or her school 

of origin will be arranged, provided and funded for the duration of time that the 

child is in foster care and attending the school of origin.  

 

C. The transportation plan for the child shall be established in consultation with 

appropriate District staff, appropriate representatives of the child welfare 

agency (such as the child’s caseworker), and may also include obtaining input 

from others who may be involved in the education or other decision-making for 

the child, such as the foster parent or other designated caregiver. 

 

II. TRANSPORTATION PROVIDED 

A. In compliance with applicable state and federal law, the District will ensure that 

children in foster care who need transportation to the school of origin promptly 

receive that transportation and that such transportation is arranged and provided 

in a cost-effective manner that is reasonable under the specific circumstances.   

 

B. The District may consider relevant factors such as possible methods of 

transportation; the reliability, safety, distance and overall commuting time 

associated with possible methods; the effect that particular transportation 

arrangements may have on the child’s education and well-being; and the cost 

and funding of different possible methods of transportation for purposes of 

preparing a transportation plan for a child who is placed at his or her school of 

origin.   

 

C. In compliance with applicable state and federal law, the District shall provide 

transportation for a child in foster care to the school of origin during the 

duration of the child’s placement in foster care.  If the child continues to attend 

the school of origin after exiting foster care, the District will provide 

transportation in accordance with applicable state and federal laws and 

regulations or District policies and procedures. 

 

III. TRANSPORTATION FUNDING  
A. If the transportation plan for a child in foster care involves additional costs, as 

defined or allowed under applicable state and federal laws and regulations, the 

plan will identify the means by which the child’s transportation will be funded.   

 

B. Except to the extent that any law or regulation is enacted that provides specific 

and overriding funding directives, the District will attempt to pursue, and may 

expressly agree with one or more child welfare agencies, available options for 

aid or funding for any additional transportation costs. 
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